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 Curriculum Scope and Sequence 

Content Area ELA Course Title/Grade Level: Language Arts/Grade 6 

 
Topic/Unit Name 

 
Reading 

 
Writing 

Suggested Pacing 
(Days/Weeks) 

 
Topic/Unit #1 

Building Blocks of Middle 
School Language Arts: 

Introduction to Genres and 
Choosing Just Right Books 

 
 

Reader Responses 
 

4 weeks 

 
Topic/Unit #2 

 
Survival: Realistic and 

Historical Fiction 

 
Short Constructed 

Response; Narrative Writing 

8 weeks 

Topic/Unit #3 Who Am I?  
Literary Non-fiction 

Research  
Simulation Tasks 

8 weeks 

Topic/Unit #4 Out of This World:  
Fantasy Genre Study 
Through Book Clubs 

 
Literary Analysis 

 

6 weeks 

Topic/Unit #5 Disability Awareness: 
Realistic Fiction/Thematic 

Non-Fiction Texts 

 
Project Based Writing 

 

6 weeks 
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Topic/Unit 1 

Title 
Reading: Building Blocks of Middle School Language Arts 

Introduction to Genres and Choosing Just Right Books 

 
Approximate Pacing 

 
4 weeks 

STANDARDS  
NJSLS (Content) 

RL.6.1. Cite textual evidence and make relevant connections to support analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as inferences drawn 
from the text. 
 
RL.6.2. Determine a theme or central idea of a text and how it is conveyed through particular details; provide a summary of the text distinct 
from personal opinions or judgments. 
 
RL.6.10. By the end of the year read and comprehend literature, including stories, dramas, and poems at grade level text-complexity or 
above, scaffolding as needed. 
 
SL.6.1. Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and teacher-led) with diverse partners on grade 6 
topics, texts, and issues, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly. 

A. Come to discussions prepared, having read or studied required material; explicitly draw on that preparation by referring to evidence on 
the topic, text, or issue to probe and reflect on ideas under discussion. 

B. Follow rules for collegial discussions, set specific goals and deadlines, and define individual roles as needed. 
C. Pose and respond to specific questions with elaboration and detail by making comments that contribute to the topic, text, or issue 

under discussion. 
D. Review the key ideas expressed, and demonstrate understanding of multiple perspectives through reflection and paraphrasing.  

 
L.6.1. Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar and usage when writing or speaking. 

A. Ensure that pronouns are in the proper case (subjective, objective, possessive). 
B. Use intensive pronouns (e.g., myself, ourselves). 
C. Recognize and correct inappropriate shifts in pronoun number and person. 
D. Recognize and correct vague pronouns (i.e., ones with unclear or ambiguous antecedents). 
E. Recognize variations from standard English in their own and others' writing and speaking, and identify and use strategies to improve 

expression in conventional language. 
 
L.6.2. Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English capitalization, punctuation, and spelling when writing. 

A. Use punctuation (commas, parentheses, dashes) to set off nonrestrictive/parenthetical elements.  
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B. Spell correctly. 
 
L.6.3. Use knowledge of language and its conventions when writing, speaking, reading, or listening. 

A. Vary sentence patterns for meaning (syntax), reader/listener interest, and style/voice.  
B. Maintain consistency in style and tone. 

 
L.6.4. Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words and phrases based on grade 6 reading and content, 
choosing flexibly from a range of strategies. 

A. Use context (e.g., the overall meaning of a sentence or paragraph; a word’s position or function in a sentence) as a clue to the 
meaning of a word or phrase. 

B. Use common, grade-appropriate Greek or Latin affixes and roots as clues to the meaning of a word (e.g., audience, auditory, audible). 
C. Consult reference materials (e.g., dictionaries, glossaries, thesauruses), both print and digital, to find the pronunciation of a word or 

determine or clarify its precise meaning or its part of speech. 
D. Verify the preliminary determination of the meaning of a word or phrase (e.g., by checking the inferred meaning in context or in a 

dictionary). 
 
L.6.6. Acquire and use accurately grade-appropriate general academic and domain-specific words and phrases; gather vocabulary knowledge 
when considering a word or phrase important to comprehension or expression. 
 

Interdisciplinary Connections: 21st Century Skills: 
Standard 
1.3.8.D.1 Incorporate various art elements and the principles of 
balance, harmony, unity, emphasis, proportion, and rhythm/movement 
in the creation of two- and three- dimensional artworks, using a broad 
array of art media and art mediums to enhance the expression of 
creative ideas (e.g., perspective, implied space, illusionary depth, 
value, and pattern). 
 
Activity 
Students are illustrating an autobiographical poem.  

Standard 
9.2.8.B.7 Evaluate the impact of online activities and social media on 
employer decisions. 
 
Activity  
Students observe and analyze the impact of online reviews on books 
they are interested in reading. Ex: Amazon book reviews. 

Technology Standards: Career Ready Practices: 
Standard Standard 

CRP6. Demonstrate creativity and innovation.  
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8.1.8.D.1 Understand and model appropriate online behaviors related 
to cyber safety, cyber bullying, cyber security, and cyber ethics 
including appropriate use of social media. 
 
Activity 
Students learn and practice proper online behaviors. For example, at 
the beginning of the school year students are taught and required to 
use proper email etiquette.  

 
Activity 
Students write a poem about themselves with illustrations they 
create. 

UNIT/TOPIC ESSENTIAL QUESTIONS AND ENDURING OBJECTIVES/UNDERSTANDINGS 
Essential Questions 

● How can clues reveal the reading genre(s) of a text?  
● How do I choose a book that is right for me? 

 
Enduring Understanding 

● Different genres possess different characteristics. 
● Readers use different strategies to choose books. 

 
STUDENT LEARNING OBJECTIVES  

Key Knowledge Process/Skills/Procedures/Application of Key Knowledge 
Students will know: 

● How to quote accurately from a text 
● Summarize the text 
● Distinguish between fiction and non-fiction 

 

Students will be able to: 
● Cite textual evidence 
● Write a summary devoid of opinions or judgments. 
● Distinguish among various genres including: fantasy and 

science fiction, memoir, biography, autobiography, realistic 
fiction and historical fiction, folktale and myth 

● Apply strategies to choose an appropriate independent novel 
ASSESSMENT OF LEARNING 

Summative Assessment 
(Assessment at the end of the 
learning period) 

● Students write a short constructed reader response to literature. 
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Formative Assessments 
(Ongoing assessments during 
the learning period to inform 
instruction) 

● Think, pair, share 
● Conferences 
● Do Nows 
● Exit slips 
● Discussion 
● Open constructed responses 

Alternative Assessments (Any 
learning activity or assessment 
that asks students to perform to 
demonstrate their knowledge, 
understanding and proficiency) 

● Students utilize classroom library books to identify genre 

Benchmark Assessments 
(used to establish baseline 
achievement data and measure 
progress towards grade level 
standards; given 2-3 X per year) 

Reading:  NWEA MAP is administered to students three times per year (fall, winter, spring) to monitor 
progress in achieving grade level reading comprehension. 

RESOURCES 
Core instructional materials:  
Jennifer L. Holm’s “Follow the Water” (Lexile: 700) 

 
Supplemental materials: 
Trade books at various lexile levels in the classroom library 

Modifications for Learners 
See appendix 
 

 Topic/Unit 1 
Title 

 
Writing: Reader Responses 

 
Approximate Pacing 

 
4 weeks 

STANDARDS  
NJSLS (Content) 

W.6.2. Write informative/explanatory texts to examine a topic and convey ideas, concepts, and information through the selection, 
organization, and analysis of relevant content. 

https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/165uCa41MuXtL-R5K0pyPxQ7Iw0PFgrZS-_0n9mh8Bk8/edit?usp=sharing
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A. Introduce a topic and organize ideas, concepts, and information, using text structures (e.g., definition, classification, 
comparison/contrast, cause/effect, etc.) and text features (e.g., headings, graphics, and multimedia) when useful to aiding 
comprehension. 

B. Develop the topic with relevant facts, definitions, concrete details, quotations, or other information and examples. 
C. Use appropriate transitions to clarify the relationships among ideas and concepts. 
D. Use precise language and domain-specific vocabulary to inform about or explain the topic. 
E. Establish and maintain a formal/academic style, approach, and form. 
F. Provide a concluding statement or section that follows from the information or explanation presented. 

 
W.6.4. Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, voice and style are appropriate to task, purpose, and 
audience. (Grade-specific expectations for writing types are defined in standards 1–3 above.) 
 
W.6.5. With some guidance and support from peers and adults, develop and strengthen writing as needed by planning, revising, editing, 
rewriting, or trying a new approach. 
 
W.6.6. Use technology, including the Internet, to produce and publish writing as well as to interact and collaborate with others; demonstrate 
sufficient command of keyboarding skills to type a minimum of three pages in a single sitting. 
 
W.6.10. Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, reflection, metacognition/self correction, and revision) and shorter time 
frames (a single sitting or a day or two) for a range of discipline-specific tasks, purposes, and audiences.  
 
L.6.1. Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar and usage when writing or speaking. 

A. Ensure that pronouns are in the proper case (subjective, objective, possessive). 
B. Use intensive pronouns (e.g., myself, ourselves). 
C. Recognize and correct inappropriate shifts in pronoun number and person. 
D. Recognize and correct vague pronouns (i.e., ones with unclear or ambiguous antecedents). 
E. Recognize variations from standard English in their own and others' writing and speaking, and identify and use strategies to improve 

expression in conventional language. 
 
L.6.2. Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English capitalization, punctuation, and spelling when writing. 

A. Use punctuation (commas, parentheses, dashes) to set off nonrestrictive/parenthetical elements.  
B. Spell correctly. 

 
L.6.3. Use knowledge of language and its conventions when writing, speaking, reading, or listening. 

A. Vary sentence patterns for meaning (syntax), reader/listener interest, and style/voice.  
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B. Maintain consistency in style and tone. 
 
L.6.4. Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words and phrases based on grade 6 reading and content, 
choosing flexibly from a range of strategies. 

A. Use context (e.g., the overall meaning of a sentence or paragraph; a word’s position or function in a sentence) as a clue to the 
meaning of a word or phrase. 

B. Use common, grade-appropriate Greek or Latin affixes and roots as clues to the meaning of a word (e.g., audience, auditory, audible). 
C. Consult reference materials (e.g., dictionaries, glossaries, thesauruses), both print and digital, to find the pronunciation of a word or 

determine or clarify its precise meaning or its part of speech. 
D. Verify the preliminary determination of the meaning of a word or phrase (e.g., by checking the inferred meaning in context or in a 

dictionary). 
 
L.6.6. Acquire and use accurately grade-appropriate general academic and domain-specific words and phrases; gather vocabulary knowledge 
when considering a word or phrase important to comprehension or expression. 

Interdisciplinary Connections: 21st Century Skills: 
Standard 
1.3.8.D.1 Incorporate various art elements and the principles of 
balance, harmony, unity, emphasis, proportion, and rhythm/movement 
in the creation of two- and three- dimensional artworks, using a broad 
array of art media and art mediums to enhance the expression of 
creative ideas (e.g., perspective, implied space, illusionary depth, 
value, and pattern). 
 
Activity 
Students write a poem about themselves with illustrations they create. 
 

Standard 
9.2.8.B.2 Develop a Personalized Student Learning Plan with the 
assistance of an adult mentor that includes information about career 
areas of interest, goals and an educational plan. 
 
Activity 
Students create and monitor throughout the year a digital 
personalized learning plan for achievement in writing. 

Technology Standards: Career Ready Practices: 
Standard 
8.1.8.A.2 Create a document (e.g. newsletter, reports, personalized 
learning plan, business letters or flyers) using one or more digital 
applications to be critiqued by professionals for usability. 
 
Activity 

Standard 
CRP4. Communicate clearly and effectively and with reason.  
 
Activity 
Students draft reader’s responses to literature. 
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Students create and monitor throughout the year a digital personalized 
learning plan for achievement in writing. 

UNIT/TOPIC ESSENTIAL QUESTIONS AND ENDURING OBJECTIVES/UNDERSTANDINGS 
Essential Questions 

● How do writers communicate their thoughts to an audience? 
● How do readers respond to the stories they read? 

 
Enduring Understanding 

● Writers use complete sentences so that audiences can understand their thoughts. 
● Reading and writing go hand in hand; readers respond to the stories they read through their writing and discussions. 

 
STUDENT LEARNING OBJECTIVES  

Key Knowledge Process/Skills/Procedures/Application of Key Knowledge 
Students will know: 

● The basic parts of speech 
● The basic elements of a paragraph 

Students will be able to: 
● Identify and apply the basic parts of speech correctly in a 

sentence 
● Write a paragraph consisting of a topic sentence, details, 

elaboration, and a concluding sentence 
● Write a personal response to literature 

 
ASSESSMENT OF LEARNING 

Summative Assessment 
(Assessment at the end of the 
learning period) 

● Students write a short constructed reader response to literature. 

Formative Assessments 
(Ongoing assessments during 
the learning period to inform 
instruction) 

● Quick writes 
● Do Nows  
● Exit Slips 
● Self-evaluations 
● Conferences 

Alternative Assessments (Any 
learning activity or assessment 
that asks students to perform to 

● Students can provide oral responses to open ended questions. 
● Students can complete a graphic organizer outlining their responses to open ended questions. 
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demonstrate their knowledge, 
understanding and proficiency) 
Benchmark Assessments 
(used to establish baseline 
achievement data and measure 
progress towards grade level 
standards; given 2-3 X per year) 

● The initial writing benchmark assessment is administered in Unit 1 Writing; the second writing 
benchmark assessment is administered in Unit 3 Writing; the final writing benchmark assessment 
is administered in Unit 4 Writing. 

● Students write a response to the question: should the summer reading book be used again or 
replaced 

RESOURCES 
Core instructional materials: 

● Jennifer L. Holm’s “Follow the Water” (Lexile: 700) 
Supplemental materials: 

● Independent Reading Books 
● Rubrics 
● Scoring Guides 
● Exemplar texts 
● Graphic organizers 

Modifications for Learners 
See appendix 
 

https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/165uCa41MuXtL-R5K0pyPxQ7Iw0PFgrZS-_0n9mh8Bk8/edit?usp=sharing
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Topic/Unit 2 

Title 
Reading: Survival: Realistic and Historical Fiction 

 
Approximate Pacing 

 
8 weeks 

STANDARDS  
NJSLS (Content) 

RL.6.1. Cite textual evidence and make relevant connections to support analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as inferences drawn 
from the text. 
 
RL.6.2. Determine a theme or central idea of a text and how it is conveyed through particular details; provide a summary of the text distinct 
from personal opinions or judgments. 
 
RL.6.3. Describe how a particular story’s or drama’s plot unfolds in a series of episodes as well as how the characters respond or change as 
the plot moves toward a resolution. 
 
RL.6.4. Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including figurative and connotative meanings; analyze the 
impact of a specific word choice on meaning and tone. 
 
RL.6.5. Analyze how a particular sentence, chapter, scene, or stanza fits into the overall structure of a text and contributes to the development 
of the theme, setting, or plot. 
 
RL.6.6. Explain how an author develops the point of view of the narrator or speaker in a text. 
 
RL.6.7. Compare and contrast the experience of reading a story, drama, or poem to listening to or viewing an audio, video, or live version of 
the text, including contrasting what they “see” and “hear” when reading the text to what they perceive when they listen or watch. 
 
RL.6.9. Compare, contrast and reflect on (e.g. practical knowledge, historical/cultural context, and background knowledge) texts in different 
forms or genres (e.g., stories and poems; historical novels and fantasy stories) in terms of their approaches to similar themes and topics.  
 
RL.6.10. By the end of the year read and comprehend literature, including stories, dramas, and poems at grade level text-complexity or 
above, scaffolding as needed. 
 
SL.6.1. Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and teacher-led) with diverse partners on grade 6 
topics, texts, and issues, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly. 



Sixth Grade 
12 

A. Come to discussions prepared, having read or studied required material; explicitly draw on that preparation by referring to evidence on 
the topic, text, or issue to probe and reflect on ideas under discussion. 

B. Follow rules for collegial discussions, set specific goals and deadlines, and define individual roles as needed. 
C. Pose and respond to specific questions with elaboration and detail by making comments that contribute to the topic, text, or issue 

under discussion. 
D. Review the key ideas expressed, and demonstrate understanding of multiple perspectives through reflection and paraphrasing.  

Interdisciplinary Connections: 21st Century Skills: 
Standard 
1.3.8.D.1 Incorporate various art elements and the principles of 
balance, harmony, unity, emphasis, proportion, and rhythm/movement 
in the creation of two- and three- dimensional artworks, using a broad 
array of art media and art mediums to enhance the expression of 
creative ideas (e.g., perspective, implied space, illusionary depth, 
value, and pattern). 
 
Activity 
Students create and illustrate a book jacket to represent their book 
club books. 
 

Standard 
9.2.8.B.3 Evaluate communication, collaboration, and leadership 
skills that can be developed through school, home, work, and 
extracurricular activities for use in a career.  
 
Activity 
In small groups students discuss their book club books. 

Technology Standards: Career Ready Practices: 
Standard 
8.1.8.A.2 Create a document (e.g. newsletter, reports, personalized 
learning plan, business letters or flyers) using one or more digital 
applications to be critiqued by professionals for usability. 
 
Activity 
Students create an online timeline using an application from 
readwritethink.org or draft a letter to the author using Google 
applications. 

Standard 
CRP11. Use technology to enhance productivity.  
 
Activity 
Students may create an online timeline using an application from 
readwritethink.org or draft a letter to the author using Google 
applications. 

UNIT/TOPIC ESSENTIAL QUESTIONS AND ENDURING OBJECTIVES/UNDERSTANDINGS 
Essential Questions 

● In the face of adversity what causes some characters to prevail while others fail? 
● How does a character respond or change as the plot moves toward a resolution? 
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Enduring Understanding 

● Like people, characters in stories must make decisions that affect their personalities. 
● Characters change as a result of the conflicts in the story. 

STUDENT LEARNING OBJECTIVES  
Key Knowledge Process/Skills/Procedures/Application of Key Knowledge 

Students will know: 
● How to quote accurately from a text 
● How to make relevant connections 
● How to make inferences  
● Key details 
● How to identify theme 
● How to summarize text 
● Basic story elements  

 
 

Students will be able to: 
● Use the text to support their analysis, inferences, and 

predictions 
● Identify theme 
● Construct a summary free of personal opinions 
● Describe plot development 
● Describe how characters respond and change because of 

the plot’s progression and resolution 
● Use context clues to define words and phrases 
● Analyze sections in context of the whole piece  
● Compare and contrast what is seen and heard to what was 

read 
ASSESSMENT OF LEARNING 

Summative Assessment 
(Assessment at the end of the 
learning period) 

● Students read a short story and answer questions regarding setting, plot, theme, characterization, 
and conflict. 

Formative Assessments 
(Ongoing assessments during 
the learning period to inform 
instruction) 

● Do Nows 
● Exit slips 
● Discussion 
● Open constructed responses 
● Book club evaluations 
● Conferences  

Alternative Assessments (Any 
learning activity or assessment 
that asks students to perform to 
demonstrate their knowledge, 
understanding and proficiency) 

● Students can provide oral responses to questions 
● Students can illustrate their responses to questions 
● Students can use graphic organizers to outline their responses to questions 
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Benchmark Assessments 
(used to establish baseline 
achievement data and measure 
progress towards grade level 
standards; given 2-3 X per year) 

Reading:  NWEA MAP is administered to students three times per year (fall, winter, spring) to monitor 
progress in achieving grade level reading comprehension. 

RESOURCES 
Core instructional materials: 

● Hatchet by Gary Paulsen (1020L) 
● The Cay by Theodore Taylor (860L) 
● Where the Red Fern Grows by Wilson Rawls (700L)  
● Island of the Blue Dolphins by Scott O’Dell (1000L) 
● My Side of the Mountain by Jean Craighead George (810L) 
● Out of the Dust by Karen Hesse (1040L) 
● Peak by Roland Smith (760L) 
● True Confessions of Charlotte Doyle by Avi (740L) 
● Crispin by Avi  (730L) 
● Julie of the Wolves by Jean Craighead George  (860L) 
● Sign of the Beaver by Elizabeth George Speare (770L) 
● Call It Courage by Armstrong Sperry  (830L) 
● Homecoming by Cynthia Voigt  (630L) 

Supplemental materials: 
● Scholastic SCOPE Magazines 
● Scholastic COMMON CORE READER Magazine 
● trade books at various lexile levels in the classroom library 

Modifications for Learners 
See appendix 
 

 Topic/Unit 2 
Title 

 
Writing: Short Constructed Response; Narrative Writing 

 
Approximate Pacing 

 
8 weeks 

STANDARDS  
NJSLS (Content) 

https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/165uCa41MuXtL-R5K0pyPxQ7Iw0PFgrZS-_0n9mh8Bk8/edit?usp=sharing
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W.6.2. Write informative/explanatory texts to examine a topic and convey ideas, concepts, and information through the selection, 
organization, and analysis of relevant content. 

A. Introduce a topic and organize ideas, concepts, and information, using text structures (e.g., definition, classification, 
comparison/contrast, cause/effect, etc.) and text features (e.g., headings, graphics, and multimedia) when useful to aiding 
comprehension. 

B. Develop the topic with relevant facts, definitions, concrete details, quotations, or other information and examples. 
C. Use appropriate transitions to clarify the relationships among ideas and concepts. 
D. Use precise language and domain-specific vocabulary to inform about or explain the topic. 
E. Establish and maintain a formal/academic style, approach, and form. 
F.  Provide a concluding statement or section that follows from the information or explanation presented. 

 
W.6.3. Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events using effective technique, relevant descriptive details, and 
well-structured event sequences.  

A. Engage and orient the reader by establishing a context and introducing a narrator and/or characters; organize an event sequence that 
unfolds naturally and logically. 

B. Use narrative techniques, such as dialogue, pacing, and description, to develop experiences, events, and/or characters. 
C. Use a variety of transition words, phrases, and clauses to convey sequence and signal shifts from one time frame or setting to 

another. 
D. Use precise words and phrases, relevant descriptive details, and sensory language to convey experiences and events. 
E. Provide a conclusion that follows from the narrated experiences or events. 

 
W.6.4. Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, voice and style are appropriate to task, purpose, and 
audience. (Grade-specific expectations for writing types are defined in standards 1–3 above.) 
 
W.6.5. With some guidance and support from peers and adults, develop and strengthen writing as needed by planning, revising, editing, 
rewriting, or trying a new approach. 
 
W.6.6. Use technology, including the Internet, to produce and publish writing as well as to interact and collaborate with others; demonstrate 
sufficient command of keyboarding skills to type a minimum of three pages in a single sitting. 
 
W.6.9. Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis, reflection, and research.  

A. Apply grade 6 Reading standards to literature (e.g., “Compare and contrast texts in different forms or genres [e.g., stories and poems; 
historical novels and fantasy stories] in terms of their approaches to similar themes and topics”). 

B. Apply grade 6 Reading standards to literary nonfiction (e.g., “Trace and evaluate the argument and specific claims in a text, 
distinguishing claims that are supported by reasons and evidence from claims that are not”) 
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W.6.10. Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, reflection, metacognition/self correction, and revision) and shorter time 
frames (a single sitting or a day or two) for a range of discipline-specific tasks, purposes, and audiences.  
 
L.6.1. Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar and usage when writing or speaking. 

A. Ensure that pronouns are in the proper case (subjective, objective, possessive). 
B. Use intensive pronouns (e.g., myself, ourselves). 
C. Recognize and correct inappropriate shifts in pronoun number and person. 
D. Recognize and correct vague pronouns (i.e., ones with unclear or ambiguous antecedents). 
E. Recognize variations from standard English in their own and others' writing and speaking, and identify and use strategies to improve 

expression in conventional language. 
 
L.6.2. Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English capitalization, punctuation, and spelling when writing. 

A. Use punctuation (commas, parentheses, dashes) to set off nonrestrictive/parenthetical elements.  
B. Spell correctly. 

 
L.6.3. Use knowledge of language and its conventions when writing, speaking, reading, or listening. 

A. Vary sentence patterns for meaning (syntax), reader/listener interest, and style/voice.  
B. Maintain consistency in style and tone. 

 
L.6.4. Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words and phrases based on grade 6 reading and content, 
choosing flexibly from a range of strategies. 

A. Use context (e.g., the overall meaning of a sentence or paragraph; a word’s position or function in a sentence) as a clue to the 
meaning of a word or phrase. 

B. Use common, grade-appropriate Greek or Latin affixes and roots as clues to the meaning of a word (e.g., audience, auditory, audible). 
C. Consult reference materials (e.g., dictionaries, glossaries, thesauruses), both print and digital, to find the pronunciation of a word or 

determine or clarify its precise meaning or its part of speech. 
D. Verify the preliminary determination of the meaning of a word or phrase (e.g., by checking the inferred meaning in context or in a 

dictionary). 
 
L.6.5. Demonstrate understanding of figurative language, word relationships, and nuances in word meanings. 

A. Interpret figures of speech (e.g., personification) in context. 
B. Use the relationship between particular words (e.g., cause/effect, part/whole, item/category) to better understand each of the words. 
C. Distinguish among the connotations (associations) of words with similar denotations (definitions) (e.g., stingy, scrimping, economical, 

unwasteful, thrifty). 
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L.6.6. Acquire and use accurately grade-appropriate general academic and domain-specific words and phrases; gather vocabulary knowledge 
when considering a word or phrase important to comprehension or expression. 

Interdisciplinary Connections: 21st Century Skills: 
Standard 
HMC N.J.S.A. 18A:35-28, Holocaust/Genocide Education 
 
6.1.12.D.11.d Compare the varying perspectives of victims, survivors, 
bystanders, rescuers, and perpetrators during the Holocaust. 
 
Activity 
As an anticipatory activity for Taylor’s The Cay, students discuss the 
role of racism and prejudice before, during, and after World War II. 

Standard 
9.2.8.B.3 Evaluate communication, collaboration, and leadership 
skills that can be developed through school, home, work, and 
extracurricular activities for use in a career.  
 
Activity 
Students evaluate their participation in book clubs. 

Technology Standards: Career Ready Practices: 
Standard 
 
8.1.8.A.2 Create a document (e.g. newsletter, reports, personalized 
learning plan, business letters or flyers) using one or more digital 
applications to be critiqued by professionals for usability. 
 
Activity 
Students create an online timeline using an application from 
readwritethink.org or draft a letter to the author using Google 
applications. 

 

Standard 
 
CRP9. Model integrity, ethical leadership and effective management.  
 
Activity 
Students maintain a reading schedule in order to prepare for book 
club discussions. 

UNIT/TOPIC ESSENTIAL QUESTIONS AND ENDURING OBJECTIVES/UNDERSTANDINGS 
Essential Questions 

● How do writers use textual evidence to support their ideas in writing? 
● Where do writers get their ideas from? 
● Why do writers write stories? 

 
Enduring Understanding 

● Writers choose the best details from texts to support their ideas. 
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● Ideas for stories can come from the writers’ own experiences in life. 
● Stories give us insight into our own lives and the lives of others. 

 
STUDENT LEARNING OBJECTIVES  

Key Knowledge Process/Skills/Procedures/Application of Key Knowledge 
Students will know: 

● What an explanatory text is 
● Elements of an explanatory text (eg.: transitions, writing styles, 

introduction, details, elaboration,  conclusions 
● purposes of writing and audience 
● Writing process 
● Narrative elements (plot, setting, characters) 
● Narrative techniques (dialogue, point of view) 
● Sensory details 
● Metaphors and similes 

 

Students will be able to: 
● Write a RACES paragraph that: examines a topic and 

conveys ideas; introduces a topic; develops the topic with 
relevant facts or other information; uses appropriate 
transitions; uses precise language; establishes an 
appropriate style and form; provides a concluding statement 

● Write a narrative that: establishes context; introduces a 
narrator and characters; organizes an event sequence; uses 
narrative techniques (eg. dialogue, pacing, description); uses 
transitions; uses precise language and sensory language ; 
provides a conclusion  

● produce coherent writing specific to audience and task  
● plan, draft, revise, edit, and rewrite  
● produce and publish writing by typing at least 3 pages  

ASSESSMENT OF LEARNING 
Summative Assessment 
(Assessment at the end of the 
learning period) 

● Students will write their own narrative 
● Students will be able to draft a literary response using the RACES structure 

Formative Assessments 
(Ongoing assessments during 
the learning period to inform 
instruction) 

● Think, pair, share 
● Collaborative writing  
● Independent writing 
● Conferences 
● Peer editing 
● Drafts 
● Revisions 

Alternative Assessments (Any 
learning activity or assessment 
that asks students to perform to 

● Students can provide oral responses to literary response questions. 
● Students can complete a graphic organizer outlining their responses to literary response questions. 
● Students can create and illustrate a storyboard. 
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demonstrate their knowledge, 
understanding and proficiency) 
Benchmark Assessments 
(used to establish baseline 
achievement data and measure 
progress towards grade level 
standards; given 2-3 X per year) 

● The initial writing benchmark assessment is administered in Unit 1 Writing; the second writing 
benchmark assessment is administered in Unit 3 Writing; the final writing benchmark assessment 
is administered in Unit 4 Writing. 

RESOURCES 
Core instructional materials: 

● Theodore Taylor’s The Cay 
● Leveled Book Club Books on survival theme 

Supplemental materials: 
● Word Journeys by Kathy Ganske 
● Words Their Way by Donald R. Bear & Marcia A. Invermizzi 
● Teacher created exemplars of narratives and RACES paragraphs 

 
Modifications for Learners 

See appendix 

https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/165uCa41MuXtL-R5K0pyPxQ7Iw0PFgrZS-_0n9mh8Bk8/edit?usp=sharing
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Topic/Unit 3 

Title 
Reading: Who Am I?  
Literary Non-fiction 

 
Approximate Pacing 

 
8 weeks 

STANDARDS  
NJSLS (Content) 

RL.6.1. Cite textual evidence and make relevant connections to support analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as inferences drawn 
from the text. 
 
RL.6.2. Determine a theme or central idea of a text and how it is conveyed through particular details; provide a summary of the text distinct 
from personal opinions or judgments. 
 
RL.6.9. Compare, contrast and reflect on (e.g. practical knowledge, historical/cultural context, and background knowledge) texts in different 
forms or genres (e.g., stories and poems; historical novels and fantasy stories) in terms of their approaches to similar themes and topics.  
 
RL.6.10. By the end of the year read and comprehend literature, including stories, dramas, and poems at grade level text-complexity or 
above, scaffolding as needed. 
 
RI.6.1. Cite textual evidence and make relevant connections to support analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as inferences drawn 
from the text. 
 
RI.6.2. Determine a central idea of a text and how it is conveyed through particular details; provide a summary of the text distinct from 
personal opinions or judgments. 
 
RI.6.3. Analyze in detail how a key individual, event, or idea is introduced, illustrated, and elaborated in a text (e.g., through examples or 
anecdotes). 
 
RI.6.4. Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including figurative, connotative, and technical meanings. 
 
RI.6.5. Analyze how a particular sentence, paragraph, chapter, or section fits into the overall structure of a text and contributes to the 
development of the ideas. 
 
RI.6.6. Determine an author’s point of view or purpose in a text and explain how it is conveyed in the text. 
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RI.6.7. Integrate information presented in different media or formats (e.g., visually, quantitatively) as well as in words to develop a coherent 
understanding of a topic or issue. 
 
RI.6.8. Trace and evaluate the argument and specific claims in a text, distinguishing claims that are supported by reasons and evidence from 
claims that are not. 
 
RI.6.9. Compare, contrast and reflect on (e.g. practical knowledge, historical/cultural context, and background knowledge) one author's 
presentation of events with that of another (e.g., a memoir written by and a biography on the same person).  
 
RI.6.10. By the end of the year read and comprehend literary nonfiction at grade level text-complexity or above, with scaffolding as needed.  
 
SL.6.1. Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and teacher-led) with diverse partners on grade 6 
topics, texts, and issues, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly. 

A. Come to discussions prepared, having read or studied required material; explicitly draw on that preparation by referring to evidence on 
the topic, text, or issue to probe and reflect on ideas under discussion. 

B. Follow rules for collegial discussions, set specific goals and deadlines, and define individual roles as needed. 
C. Pose and respond to specific questions with elaboration and detail by making comments that contribute to the topic, text, or issue 

under discussion. 
D. Review the key ideas expressed and demonstrate understanding of multiple perspectives through reflection and paraphrasing.  

 
SL.6.2. Interpret information presented in diverse media and formats (e.g., visually, quantitatively, orally) and explain how it contributes to a 
topic, text, or issue under study. 
 
SL.6.3. Deconstruct a speaker’s argument and specific claims, distinguishing claims that are supported by reasons and evidence from claims 
that are not. 
 
SL.6.4. Present claims and findings, sequencing ideas logically and using pertinent descriptions, facts, and details to accentuate main ideas 
or themes; use appropriate speaking behaviors (e.g., eye contact, adequate volume, and clear pronunciation). 
 
SL.6.5. Include multimedia components (e.g., graphics, images, music, sound) and visual displays in presentations to clarify information. 
 
SL.6.6. Adapt speech to a variety of contexts and tasks, demonstrating command of formal English when indicated or appropriate 

 
Interdisciplinary Connections: 21st Century Skills: 
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Standard 
Theater/Performing Arts  1.3.8.C.2  Dramatic context and active 
listening skills inform  development of believable, multidimensional 
characters in scripted and improvised performances. Mastery of 
physical and vocal skills enables actors to create dramatic action that 
generates a sense of truth and credibility. 
 
Activity 
Students read and perform plays. 
 
LGBTQ: Bullied: A Student, a School and a Case That Made History 
The film tells an inspiring story of a young gay man who took a stand 
against the bullying he experienced in school. It is designed to create 
empathy for victims and to encourage others to take action. (Teaching 
Tolerance) 

Standard 
9.2.8.B.3 Evaluate communication, collaboration, and leadership 
skills that can be developed through school, home, work, and 
extracurricular activities for use in a career.  
 
Activity 
Students reflect on their performance during book club discussions 
and presentations. 

Technology Standards: Career Ready Practices: 
Standard 
 
8.1.8.A.2 Create a document (e.g. newsletter, reports, personalized 
learning plan, business letters or flyers) using one or more digital 
applications to be critiqued by professionals for usability. 
8.1.8.D.2 Demonstrate the application of appropriate citations to digital 
content. 
 
Activity 
Students create and present a multimedia presentation 
 

 

Standard 
CRP4. Communicate clearly and effectively and with reason.  
 
Activity 
Students explain the significant contribution of a person in history. 

UNIT/TOPIC ESSENTIAL QUESTIONS AND ENDURING OBJECTIVES/UNDERSTANDINGS 
Essential Questions 

● How do readers analyze information from multiple sources and various formats about the same topic? 
Enduring Understanding 

● Readers gather and organize notes from various sources and evaluate the authors’ claims 
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STUDENT LEARNING OBJECTIVES  
Key Knowledge Process/Skills/Procedures/Application of Key Knowledge 

Students will know: 
● How to quote texts  
● How to make relevant connections and inferences  
● How to find theme or central idea;  
● How key details support theme or central idea 
● How to summarize text  
● How to explain relationships between key individuals, ideas, 

and events in a text  
● How to compare and contrast texts in different forms and 

genres 
● How to use context clues and use reference materials to define 

words 
● How particular  elements (sentences, paragraphs, chapters, 

sections) contribute to overall structure 
● How to use different types of media formats to gather 

information 
● How to identify an author’s reasons to support his claim  
● How to read several texts on the same topic 

 

Students will be able to: 
● Cite text to support analysis 
● Make inferences  
● Determine a theme or central idea 
● provide a summary free of personal opinion 
● Compare and contrast different genres that share similar 

themes and topics 
● Analyze how different authors convey the same message 
● Analyze the development of a key individual, event or idea in 

a text 
● Analyze how a part of a text fits in with the whole text 
● Determine author’s point of view and how it is conveyed 
● Integrate information gathered from different media or 

formats 
● Trace and evaluate distinguishing claims that are supported 

against those that are not 
● Find the meaning of words using context clues and reference 

materials 
 

ASSESSMENT OF LEARNING 
Summative Assessment 
(Assessment at the end of the 
learning period) 

Students summarize and cite textual evidence to support and create a presentation based on a 
memoir/autobiography/biography 

Formative Assessments 
(Ongoing assessments during 
the learning period to inform 
instruction) 

● Think, pair, share 
● Conferences 
● Book club discussions 
● Do Nows 
● Exit slips 
● Discussion 
● Reader’s notebook 
● Open constructed responses 
● Book club evaluations 
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Alternative Assessments (Any 
learning activity or assessment 
that asks students to perform to 
demonstrate their knowledge, 
understanding and proficiency) 

Students create a timeline to present information on a memoir/autobiography/biography 

Benchmark Assessments 
(used to establish baseline 
achievement data and measure 
progress towards grade level 
standards; given 2-3 X per year) 

Reading:  NWEA MAP is administered to students three times per year (fall, winter, spring) to monitor 
progress in achieving grade level reading comprehension. 

RESOURCES 
Core instructional materials:  
Newsies by Mack Lewis 
I Would Rather Die by Spencer Kayden 
Bullied: A Student, a School and a Case That Made History (Teaching Tolerance) 

 
Supplemental materials: 
Memoir/autobiography/biography trade books at various lexile levels in the classroom library 
 

Modifications for Learners 
See appendix 
 

 Topic/Unit 3 
Title 

 
Writing: Research Simulation Tasks 

 

 
Approximate Pacing 

 
8 weeks 

STANDARDS  
NJSLS (Content) 

W.6.2. Write informative/explanatory texts to examine a topic and convey ideas, concepts, and information through the selection, 
organization, and analysis of relevant content.  

A. Introduce a topic and organize ideas, concepts, and information, using text structures (e.g., definition, classification, 
comparison/contrast, cause/effect, etc.) and text features (e.g., headings, graphics, and multimedia) when useful to aiding 
comprehension.  

B. Develop the topic with relevant facts, definitions, concrete details, quotations, or other information and examples.  

https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/165uCa41MuXtL-R5K0pyPxQ7Iw0PFgrZS-_0n9mh8Bk8/edit?usp=sharing
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C. Use appropriate transitions to clarify the relationships among ideas and concepts.  
D. Use precise language and domain-specific vocabulary to inform about or explain the topic.  
E. Establish and maintain a formal/academic style, approach, and form.  
F. Provide a concluding statement or section that follows from the information or explanation presented.  

 
W.6.4. Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, voice and style are appropriate to task, purpose, and 
audience. (Grade-specific expectations for writing types are defined in standards 1–3 above.) 
 
W.6.5. With some guidance and support from peers and adults, develop and strengthen writing as needed by planning, revising, editing, 
rewriting, or trying a new approach. 
 
W.6.6. Use technology, including the Internet, to produce and publish writing as well as to interact and collaborate with others; demonstrate 
sufficient command of keyboarding skills to type a minimum of three pages in a single sitting. 
 
W.6.7. Conduct short research projects to answer a question, drawing on several sources and refocusing the inquiry when appropriate. 
 
W.6.8. Gather relevant information from multiple print and digital sources; assess the credibility of each source; and quote or paraphrase the 
data and conclusions of others while avoiding plagiarism and providing basic bibliographic information for sources. 
 
W.6.9. Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis, reflection, and research.  

A. Apply grade 6 Reading standards to literature (e.g., “Compare and contrast texts in different forms or genres [e.g., stories and poems; 
historical novels and fantasy stories] in terms of their approaches to similar themes and topics”). 

B. Apply grade 6 Reading standards to literary nonfiction (e.g., “Trace and evaluate the argument and specific claims in a text, 
distinguishing claims that are supported by reasons and evidence from claims that are not”) 

 
W.6.10. Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, reflection, metacognition/self correction, and revision) and shorter time 
frames (a single sitting or a day or two) for a range of discipline-specific tasks, purposes, and audiences.  
 
L.6.1. Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar and usage when writing or speaking. 

A. Ensure that pronouns are in the proper case (subjective, objective, possessive). 
B. Use intensive pronouns (e.g., myself, ourselves). 
C. Recognize and correct inappropriate shifts in pronoun number and person. 
D. Recognize and correct vague pronouns (i.e., ones with unclear or ambiguous antecedents). 
E. Recognize variations from standard English in their own and others' writing and speaking, and identify and use strategies to improve 

expression in conventional language. 
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L.6.2. Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English capitalization, punctuation, and spelling when writing. 

A. Use punctuation (commas, parentheses, dashes) to set off nonrestrictive/parenthetical elements.  
B. Spell correctly. 

 
L.6.3. Use knowledge of language and its conventions when writing, speaking, reading, or listening. 

A. Vary sentence patterns for meaning (syntax), reader/listener interest, and style/voice.  
B. Maintain consistency in style and tone. 

 
L.6.4. Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words and phrases based on grade 6 reading and content, 
choosing flexibly from a range of strategies. 

A. Use context (e.g., the overall meaning of a sentence or paragraph; a word’s position or function in a sentence) as a clue to the 
meaning of a word or phrase. 

B. Use common, grade-appropriate Greek or Latin affixes and roots as clues to the meaning of a word (e.g., audience, auditory, audible). 
C. Consult reference materials (e.g., dictionaries, glossaries, thesauruses), both print and digital, to find the pronunciation of a word or 

determine or clarify its precise meaning or its part of speech. 
D. Verify the preliminary determination of the meaning of a word or phrase (e.g., by checking the inferred meaning in context or in a 

dictionary). 
L.6.6. Acquire and use accurately grade-appropriate general academic and domain-specific words and phrases; gather vocabulary knowledge 
when considering a word or phrase important to comprehension or expression. 

Interdisciplinary Connections: 21st Century Skills: 
Standard 
(Social Studies) N.J.S.A. 36:2-4; N.J.S.A. 36:2-83 
6.1.12.D.3.d Analyze the role education played in improving economic 
opportunities and in the development of responsible citizens. 
 
Activity 
In connection with Women’s History Week and Black History Month, 
the students will research historical figures noted for their contributions 
to society; the students will produce a slide show of their research. 
 

Standard 
 
 9.2.8.B.3 Evaluate communication, collaboration, and leadership 
skills that can be developed through school, home, work, and 
extracurricular activities for use in a career.  
 
Activity 
Using the peer review process, students evaluate and provide 
feedback of an essay. 

Technology Standards: Career Ready Practices: 
Standard Standard 
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8.1.8.A.2 Create a document (e.g. newsletter, reports, personalized 
learning plan, business letters or flyers) using one or more digital 
applications to be critiqued by professionals for usability. 
 
Activity 
Students draft an essay using multiple resources which is then given 
feedback using the peer review process. 

CRP11. Use technology to enhance productivity.  
 
Activity 
In connection with Women’s History Week and Black History Month, 
the students research historical figures noted for their contributions 
to society; the students produce a slide show of their research. 

UNIT/TOPIC ESSENTIAL QUESTIONS AND ENDURING OBJECTIVES/UNDERSTANDINGS 
Essential Questions 

● How do writers synthesize and use information from multiple sources and various formats about the same topic? 
● What is the difference between the word choice of a writer in expository or argumentative writing? 

 
Enduring Understanding 

● Writers organize their notes and evaluate the information gathered to determine their opinion on a topic or argument. 
● Word choice and organization of ideas differ between various genres of writing. 

 
STUDENT LEARNING OBJECTIVES  

Key Knowledge Process/Skills/Procedures/Application of Key Knowledge 
Students will know: 

● How to write informative/ explanatory texts including how to 
introduce and develop a topic; use transitions; use appropriate 
vocabulary and writing style; develop conclusions 

● Purposes of writing and the appropriate audience 
● The basic writing process 
● How to use technology to produce and publish writing 
● Basic research skills  
● How to take notes and include bibliographic information 
● Collect information from literary and informational texts 
● Verb tenses and their uses (past, present, future, and perfect) 
● Conjunctions, prepositions, and interjections 
● Uses of commas 
● Punctuate titles of works 
● Dialect 
● Common Greek and Latin affixes and roots 

Students will be able to: 
● Write informational/explanatory texts to examine a topic that 

includes: organizing ideas and information; supporting the 
topic with facts, reasons, and examples; using transitions 
effectively; using precise language; using appropriate writing 
style; writing a logical conclusion 

● Produce coherent writing specific to audience and task 
● Plan, draft, revise, edit, and rewrite 
● Produce and publish writing by typing at least 3 pages 
● Conduct research to answer a question using several 

sources 
● Gather information from multiple sources  
● Assess source credibility 
● Take notes 
● Create a works cited to avoid plagiarism 
● Use non-restrictive parenthetical elements in writing 
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● Similes and metaphors 
● Idioms, adages, and proverbs 
● Synonyms, antonyms, and homographs 

 

● Capitalize, punctuate and spell correctly 
● Vary sentence structure 
● Maintain consistency in style and tone 
● Use context clues, reference materials, Greek and Latin 

affixes and roots to determine the meaning of words 
 

ASSESSMENT OF LEARNING 
Summative Assessment 
(Assessment at the end of the 
learning period) 

● Students conduct research on a historical figure of their choice. 
● Students draft an essay using multiple sources. 

Formative Assessments 
(Ongoing assessments during 
the learning period to inform 
instruction) 

● Think, pair, share 
● Collaborative writing  
● Independent writing 
● Conferences 

Alternative Assessments (Any 
learning activity or assessment 
that asks students to perform to 
demonstrate their knowledge, 
understanding and proficiency) 

● Students conduct research on a historical figure of their choice and draft an essay using 1 source. 
● Students conduct research on a historical figure of their choice and present their findings orally. 

Benchmark Assessments 
(used to establish baseline 
achievement data and measure 
progress towards grade level 
standards; given 2-3 X per year) 

● The initial writing benchmark assessment is administered in Unit 1 Writing; the second writing 
benchmark assessment is administered in Unit 3 Writing; the final writing benchmark assessment 
is administered in Unit 4 Writing. 

● Prompt: What was the importance of education to African Americans during slavery and after 
emancipation? 

RESOURCES 
Core instructional materials: 
“The Horror of Slavery” Scholastic Scope, January 2014 
I Would Rather Die by Spencer Kayden 
Up From Slavery by Lauren Tarshis 
 

 
Supplemental materials: 
Should Your School Get Rid of Sports by Amanda Ripley and Tim O’Shei 
Sports: How Much is Too Much? KCRA News (video) 
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Lexi Youngberg: Invincible by Tim Neville 
“I Will Not Get Out of Heart Yet” by W.W. Lenoir 
Infograph: “Prosthetics of Tomorrow” 

Modifications for Learners 
See appendix 
 

https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/165uCa41MuXtL-R5K0pyPxQ7Iw0PFgrZS-_0n9mh8Bk8/edit?usp=sharing
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Topic/Unit 4 

Title 

 
Reading:  Out of this World 

Fantasy Genre Study Through Book Clubs 

 
Approximate Pacing 

 
6 weeks 

STANDARDS  
NJSLS (Content) 

RL.6.1. Cite textual evidence and make relevant connections to support analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as inferences drawn 
from the text. 
 
RL.6.2. Determine a theme or central idea of a text and how it is conveyed through particular details; provide a summary of the text distinct 
from personal opinions or judgments. 
 
RL.6.3. Describe how a particular story’s or drama’s plot unfolds in a series of episodes as well as how the characters respond or change as 
the plot moves toward a resolution. 
 
RL.6.4. Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including figurative and connotative meanings; analyze the 
impact of a specific word choice on meaning and tone. 
 
RL.6.5. Analyze how a particular sentence, chapter, scene, or stanza fits into the overall structure of a text and contributes to the development 
of the theme, setting, or plot. 
 
RL.6.6. Explain how an author develops the point of view of the narrator or speaker in a text. 
 
RL.6.7. Compare and contrast the experience of reading a story, drama, or poem to listening to or viewing an audio, video, or live version of 
the text, including contrasting what they “see” and “hear” when reading the text to what they perceive when they listen or watch. 
 
RL.6.9. Compare, contrast and reflect on (e.g. practical knowledge, historical/cultural context, and background knowledge) texts in different 
forms or genres (e.g., stories and poems; historical novels and fantasy stories) in terms of their approaches to similar themes and topics.  
 
RL.6.10. By the end of the year read and comprehend literature, including stories, dramas, and poems at grade level text-complexity or 
above, scaffolding as needed. 
 
SL.6.1. Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and teacher-led) with diverse partners on grade 6 
topics, texts, and issues, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly. 
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A. Come to discussions prepared, having read or studied required material; explicitly draw on that preparation by referring to evidence on 
the topic, text, or issue to probe and reflect on ideas under discussion. 

B. Follow rules for collegial discussions, set specific goals and deadlines, and define individual roles as needed. 
C. Pose and respond to specific questions with elaboration and detail by making comments that contribute to the topic, text, or issue 

under discussion. 
D. Review the key ideas expressed and demonstrate understanding of multiple perspectives through reflection and paraphrasing.  

 
SL.6.3. Deconstruct a speaker’s argument and specific claims, distinguishing claims that are supported by reasons and evidence from claims 
that are not. 
 
L.6.1. Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar and usage when writing or speaking. 

A. Ensure that pronouns are in the proper case (subjective, objective, possessive). 
B. Use intensive pronouns (e.g., myself, ourselves). 
C. Recognize and correct inappropriate shifts in pronoun number and person. 
D. Recognize and correct vague pronouns (i.e., ones with unclear or ambiguous antecedents). 
E. Recognize variations from standard English in their own and others' writing and speaking, and identify and use strategies to improve 

expression in conventional language. 
 
L.6.2. Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English capitalization, punctuation, and spelling when writing. 

A. Use punctuation (commas, parentheses, dashes) to set off nonrestrictive/parenthetical elements.  
B. Spell correctly. 

 
L.6.3. Use knowledge of language and its conventions when writing, speaking, reading, or listening. 

A. Vary sentence patterns for meaning (syntax), reader/listener interest, and style/voice.  
B. Maintain consistency in style and tone. 

 
L.6.4. Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words and phrases based on grade 6 reading and content, 
choosing flexibly from a range of strategies. 

A. Use context (e.g., the overall meaning of a sentence or paragraph; a word’s position or function in a sentence) as a clue to the 
meaning of a word or phrase. 

B. Use common, grade-appropriate Greek or Latin affixes and roots as clues to the meaning of a word (e.g., audience, auditory, audible). 
C. Consult reference materials (e.g., dictionaries, glossaries, thesauruses), both print and digital, to find the pronunciation of a word or 

determine or clarify its precise meaning or its part of speech. 
D. Verify the preliminary determination of the meaning of a word or phrase (e.g., by checking the inferred meaning in context or in a 

dictionary). 
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L.6.5. Demonstrate understanding of figurative language, word relationships, and nuances in word meanings. 

A. Interpret figures of speech (e.g., personification) in context. 
B. Use the relationship between particular words (e.g., cause/effect, part/whole, item/category) to better understand each of the words. 
C. Distinguish among the connotations (associations) of words with similar denotations (definitions) (e.g., stingy, scrimping, economical, 

unwasteful, thrifty). 
 
L.6.6. Acquire and use accurately grade-appropriate general academic and domain-specific words and phrases; gather vocabulary knowledge 
when considering a word or phrase important to comprehension or expression. 

Interdisciplinary Connections: 21st Century Skills: 
Standard 
1.3.8.D.1 Incorporate various art elements and the principles of 
balance, harmony, unity, emphasis, proportion, and rhythm/movement 
in the creation of two- and three- dimensional artworks, using a broad 
array of art media and art mediums to enhance the expression of 
creative ideas (e.g., perspective, implied space, illusionary depth, 
value, and pattern). 
 
Activity 
Based on analysis of book club books, students can choose to create: 
book mosaic, game board, graphic novel, and 5 pieces of art. 

Standard 
 9.2.8.B.3 Evaluate communication, collaboration, and leadership 
skills that can be developed through school, home, work, and 
extracurricular activities for use in a career.  
 
Activity 
In small groups students discuss their book club books. 
 

Technology Standards: Career Ready Practices: 
Standard 
8.1.8.A.2 Create a document (e.g. newsletter, reports, personalized 
learning plan, business letters or flyers) using one or more digital 
applications to be critiqued by professionals for usability. 
 
Activity 
Based on analysis of book club books, students can choose to create 
a newspaper set in the time of their book. 

 

Standard 
CRP2. Apply appropriate academic and technical skills.  
CRP6. Demonstrate creativity and innovation.  
 
Activity 
Based on analysis of book club books, students can choose to 
create: book mosaic, game board, graphic novel, and 5 pieces of art. 

UNIT/TOPIC ESSENTIAL QUESTIONS AND ENDURING OBJECTIVES/UNDERSTANDINGS 
Essential Questions 
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● Why read fantasy?  What can fantasy teach us?  
● Why should readers use reading strategies while they read?  

 
Enduring Understanding 

● Fantasy allows readers to experiment with different ways of seeing the world, so that the unfamiliar is used to comment upon the 
familiar.  

● Reading strategies allow readers to make connections between seemingly unrelated concepts or things.  
 
 

STUDENT LEARNING OBJECTIVES  
Key Knowledge Process/Skills/Procedures/Application of Key Knowledge 

Students will know: 
● How to quote accurately from a text 
● How to make relevant connections 
● How to make inferences  
● Key details 
● How to identify theme 
● How to summarize text 
● Basic story elements  
● Metaphors and similes 

 

Students will be able to: 
● Use the text to support their analysis, inferences, and 

predictions 
● Identify theme 
● Construct a summary free of personal opinions 
● Describe plot development 
● Describe how characters respond and change because of the 

plot’s progression and resolution 
● Use context clues to define words and phrases 
● Analyze sections in context of the whole piece  
● Compare and contrast what is seen and heard to what was 

read 
ASSESSMENT OF LEARNING 

Summative Assessment 
(Assessment at the end of the 
learning period) 

 
Students will read the short story “The Quinceanera” by Erin Fanning and respond to reading 
comprehension questions including characterization and theme. 
 

Formative Assessments 
(Ongoing assessments during 
the learning period to inform 
instruction) 

● Think, pair, share 
● Conferences 
● Book club discussions 
● Do Nows 
● Exit slips 
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● Discussion 
● Reader’s notebook 
● Open constructed responses 
● Book club evaluations 

Alternative Assessments (Any 
learning activity or assessment 
that asks students to perform to 
demonstrate their knowledge, 
understanding and proficiency) 

● Students can provide oral responses to questions 
● Students can use graphic organizers to outline their responses to questions 

Benchmark Assessments 
(used to establish baseline 
achievement data and measure 
progress towards grade level 
standards; given 2-3 X per year) 

Reading:  NWEA MAP is administered to students three times per year (fall, winter, spring) to monitor 
progress in achieving grade level reading comprehension. 

RESOURCES 
Core instructional materials: 

● Jeremy Thatcher, Dragon Hatcher by Bruce Coville (710L) 
● Tuck Everlasting by Natalie Babbitt (770L) 
● Coraline by Neil Gaiman (740L) 
● The Thief Lord by Cornelia Funke (640L) 
● The Phantom Tollbooth by Norton Juster (1000L) 
● A Wrinkle in Time by Madeleine L'Engle (740L) 
● The Serpent’s Secret by Sayantini DasGupta 
● The School for Good and Evil by Soman Chainani 
● Texting the Underworld by Ellen Booraem 

 
Supplemental materials: 

● trade books at various lexile levels in the classroom library 
● Scholastic SCOPE Magazine 
● Scholastic COMMON CORE READER Magazine 

 
 

Modifications for Learners 
See appendix 

https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/165uCa41MuXtL-R5K0pyPxQ7Iw0PFgrZS-_0n9mh8Bk8/edit?usp=sharing


 

Sixth Grade 
35 

 

 Topic/Unit 4 
Title Writing:  Literary Analysis 

Approximate Pacing 6 weeks 

STANDARDS  
NJSLS (Content) 

W.6.1. Write arguments to support claims with clear reasons and relevant evidence.  
A. Introduce claim(s) and organize the reasons and evidence clearly. 
B. Support claim(s) with clear reasons and relevant evidence, using credible sources and demonstrating an understanding of the topic or 

text. 
C. Use words, phrases, and clauses to clarify the relationships among claim(s) and reasons. 
D. Establish and maintain a formal/academic style, approach, and form.  
E. Provide a concluding statement or section that follows from the argument presented. 

 
W.6.4. Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, voice and style are appropriate to task, purpose, and 
audience. (Grade-specific expectations for writing types are defined in standards 1–3 above.) 
 
W.6.5. With some guidance and support from peers and adults, develop and strengthen writing as needed by planning, revising, editing, 
rewriting, or trying a new approach. 
 
W.6.6. Use technology, including the Internet, to produce and publish writing as well as to interact and collaborate with others; demonstrate 
sufficient command of keyboarding skills to type a minimum of three pages in a single sitting. 
 
W.6.8. Gather relevant information from multiple print and digital sources; assess the credibility of each source; and quote or paraphrase the 
data and conclusions of others while avoiding plagiarism and providing basic bibliographic information for sources. 
 
W.6.9. Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis, reflection, and research.  

A. Apply grade 6 Reading standards to literature (e.g., “Compare and contrast texts in different forms or genres [e.g., stories and poems; 
historical novels and fantasy stories] in terms of their approaches to similar themes and topics”). 

B. Apply grade 6 Reading standards to literary nonfiction (e.g., “Trace and evaluate the argument and specific claims in a text, 
distinguishing claims that are supported by reasons and evidence from claims that are not”) 

W.6.10. Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, reflection, metacognition/self correction, and revision) and shorter time 
frames (a single sitting or a day or two) for a range of discipline-specific tasks, purposes, and audiences.  
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SL.6.1. Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and teacher-led) with diverse partners on grade 6 
topics, texts, and issues, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly. 

E. Come to discussions prepared, having read or studied required material; explicitly draw on that preparation by referring to evidence on 
the topic, text, or issue to probe and reflect on ideas under discussion. 

F. Follow rules for collegial discussions, set specific goals and deadlines, and define individual roles as needed. 
G. Pose and respond to specific questions with elaboration and detail by making comments that contribute to the topic, text, or issue 

under discussion. 
H. Review the key ideas expressed and demonstrate understanding of multiple perspectives through reflection and paraphrasing.  

 
SL.6.3. Deconstruct a speaker’s argument and specific claims, distinguishing claims that are supported by reasons and evidence from claims 
that are not. 
 
L.6.1. Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar and usage when writing or speaking. 

F. Ensure that pronouns are in the proper case (subjective, objective, possessive). 
G. Use intensive pronouns (e.g., myself, ourselves). 
H. Recognize and correct inappropriate shifts in pronoun number and person. 
I. Recognize and correct vague pronouns (i.e., ones with unclear or ambiguous antecedents). 
J. Recognize variations from standard English in their own and others' writing and speaking, and identify and use strategies to improve 

expression in conventional language. 
 
L.6.2. Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English capitalization, punctuation, and spelling when writing. 

C. Use punctuation (commas, parentheses, dashes) to set off nonrestrictive/parenthetical elements.  
D. Spell correctly. 

 
L.6.3. Use knowledge of language and its conventions when writing, speaking, reading, or listening. 

C. Vary sentence patterns for meaning (syntax), reader/listener interest, and style/voice.  
D. Maintain consistency in style and tone. 

 
L.6.4. Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words and phrases based on grade 6 reading and content, 
choosing flexibly from a range of strategies. 

E. Use context (e.g., the overall meaning of a sentence or paragraph; a word’s position or function in a sentence) as a clue to the 
meaning of a word or phrase. 

F. Use common, grade-appropriate Greek or Latin affixes and roots as clues to the meaning of a word (e.g., audience, auditory, audible). 
G. Consult reference materials (e.g., dictionaries, glossaries, thesauruses), both print and digital, to find the pronunciation of a word or 

determine or clarify its precise meaning or its part of speech. 
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H. Verify the preliminary determination of the meaning of a word or phrase (e.g., by checking the inferred meaning in context or in a 
dictionary). 

 
L.6.5. Demonstrate understanding of figurative language, word relationships, and nuances in word meanings. 

D. Interpret figures of speech (e.g., personification) in context. 
E. Use the relationship between particular words (e.g., cause/effect, part/whole, item/category) to better understand each of the words. 
F. Distinguish among the connotations (associations) of words with similar denotations (definitions) (e.g., stingy, scrimping, economical, 

unwasteful, thrifty). 
 
L.6.6. Acquire and use accurately grade-appropriate general academic and domain-specific words and phrases; gather vocabulary knowledge 
when considering a word or phrase important to comprehension or expression. 

Interdisciplinary Connections: 21st Century Skills: 
Standard 
1.3.8.D.1 Incorporate various art elements and the principles of 
balance, harmony, unity, emphasis, proportion, and rhythm/movement 
in the creation of two- and three- dimensional artworks, using a broad 
array of art media and art mediums to enhance the expression of 
creative ideas (e.g., perspective, implied space, illusionary depth, 
value, and pattern). 
 
Activity 
 
Based on analysis of book club books, students can choose to draft: a 
narrative or a play. 

Standard 
 9.2.8.B.3 Evaluate communication, collaboration, and leadership 
skills that can be developed through school, home, work, and 
extracurricular activities for use in a career.  
 
Activity 
Using the peer review process, students evaluate and provide 
feedback of an essay. 

Technology Standards: Career Ready Practices: 
Standard 
8.1.8.A.2 Create a document (e.g. newsletter, reports, personalized 
learning plan, business letters or flyers) using one or more digital 
applications to be critiqued by professionals for usability. 
8.1.8.D.2 Demonstrate the application of appropriate citations to digital 
content. 
 
Activity 

Standard 
CRP2. Apply appropriate academic and technical skills.  
CRP4. Communicate clearly and effectively and with reason.  
CRP7. Employ valid and reliable research strategies. 
CRP8. Utilize critical thinking to make sense of problems and 
persevere in solving them.  
CRP11. Use technology to enhance productivity.  
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Drawing from three (3) sources, students draft a literary analysis 
essay. 
 

 

Activity 
Drawing from three (3) sources, students draft a literary analysis 
essay. 

UNIT/TOPIC ESSENTIAL QUESTIONS AND ENDURING OBJECTIVES/UNDERSTANDINGS 
Essential Questions 

● What makes an argument when writing? 
Enduring Understandings 

● An argument consists of a claim supported by facts, reasons, and examples from several sources. 
 

STUDENT LEARNING OBJECTIVES  
Key Knowledge Process/Skills/Procedures/Application of Key Knowledge 

Students will know: 
● How to write opinion pieces including how to: introduce a topic, 

state an opinion, organize a structure, provide logical reasons 
supported by facts and details, use transitions, and provide a 
conclusion 

● Purposes of writing and the appropriate audience 
● The basic writing process 
● How to use technology to produce and publish writing 
● Collect information from literary and informational texts 
● Verb tenses and their uses (past, present, future, and perfect) 
● Conjunctions, prepositions, and interjections 
● Uses of commas 
● Punctuate titles of works 
● Dialect 
● Common Greek and Latin affixes and roots 
● Similes and metaphors 
● Idioms, adages, and proverbs 
● Synonyms, antonyms, and homographs 

Students will be able to: 
● Write an argument to establish a claim 
● Support claims with clear reasons and relevant evidence 
● Use credible sources 
● Clarify relationships between reasons and evidence 
● Use transitions effectively 
● Use appropriate writing style for the task 
● Write a logical conclusion 
● Produce coherent writing specific to audience and task  
● Plan, draft, revise, edit, and rewrite  
● Produce and publish writing by typing at least 3 pages  
● Non-restrictive parenthetical elements in writing 
● Capitalize, punctuate and spell correctly 
● Vary sentence structure 
● Maintain consistency in style and tone 
● Use context clues, reference materials, Greek and Latin 

affixes and roots to determine the meaning of words 
 

ASSESSMENT OF LEARNING 
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Summative Assessment 
(Assessment at the end of the 
learning period) 

Students analyze and write a literary analysis essay using multiple sources. 

Formative Assessments 
(Ongoing assessments during 
the learning period to inform 
instruction) 

● Think, pair, share 
● Collaborative writing  
● Independent writing 
● Conferences 

 
Alternative Assessments (Any 
learning activity or assessment 
that asks students to perform to 
demonstrate their knowledge, 
understanding and proficiency) 

● Students read a short story and draft a literary analysis essay using 1 source. 
● Students read and analyze a short story and present their findings orally. 

Benchmark Assessments 
(used to establish baseline 
achievement data and measure 
progress towards grade level 
standards; given 2-3 X per year) 

● The initial writing benchmark assessment is administered in Unit 1 Writing; the second writing 
benchmark assessment is administered in Unit 3 Writing; the final writing benchmark assessment 
is administered in Unit 4 Writing. 

● Prompt: Write an essay that identifies a similar theme from multiple texts and compares and 
contrasts the approaches each text uses to develop this theme.  Be sure to support your response 
with evidence from both texts. 
 

RESOURCES 
Core instructional materials: 
 "The Quinceanera" by Erin Fanning and the play version of Guy DeMaupassant’s “The Necklace.” 
 

 
Supplemental materials: 
Scholastic Scope Magazine  
 

Modifications for Learners 
See appendix 
 

https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/165uCa41MuXtL-R5K0pyPxQ7Iw0PFgrZS-_0n9mh8Bk8/edit?usp=sharing
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 Topic/Unit 5 
Title 

Reading: Disability Awareness 
Realistic Fiction/Thematic Non-Fiction Texts 

 
Approximate Pacing 

 
6 weeks 

STANDARDS  
NJSLS (Content) 

RL.6.1. Cite textual evidence and make relevant connections to support analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as inferences drawn 
from the text. 
 
RL.6.2. Determine a theme or central idea of a text and how it is conveyed through particular details; provide a summary of the text distinct 
from personal opinions or judgments. 
 
RL.6.3. Describe how a particular story’s or drama’s plot unfolds in a series of episodes as well as how the characters respond or change as 
the plot moves toward a resolution. 
 
RL.6.4. Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including figurative and connotative meanings; analyze the 
impact of a specific word choice on meaning and tone. 
 
RL.6.5. Analyze how a particular sentence, chapter, scene, or stanza fits into the overall structure of a text and contributes to the 
development of the theme, setting, or plot. 
 
RL.6.6. Explain how an author develops the point of view of the narrator or speaker in a text. 
 
RL.6.7. Compare and contrast the experience of reading a story, drama, or poem to listening to or viewing an audio, video, or live version of 
the text, including contrasting what they “see” and “hear” when reading the text to what they perceive when they listen or watch. 
 
RL.6.9. Compare, contrast and reflect on (e.g. practical knowledge, historical/cultural context, and background knowledge) texts in different 
forms or genres (e.g., stories and poems; historical novels and fantasy stories) in terms of their approaches to similar themes and topics.  
 
RL.6.10. By the end of the year read and comprehend literature, including stories, dramas, and poems at grade level text-complexity or 
above, scaffolding as needed. 
 
RI.6.1. Cite textual evidence and make relevant connections to support analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as inferences drawn 
from the text. 
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RI.6.2. Determine a central idea of a text and how it is conveyed through particular details; provide a summary of the text distinct from 
personal opinions or judgments. 
 
RI.6.3. Analyze in detail how a key individual, event, or idea is introduced, illustrated, and elaborated in a text (e.g., through examples or 
anecdotes). 
 
RI.6.4. Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including figurative, connotative, and technical meanings. 
 
RI.6.5. Analyze how a particular sentence, paragraph, chapter, or section fits into the overall structure of a text and contributes to the 
development of the ideas. 
 
RI.6.6. Determine an author’s point of view or purpose in a text and explain how it is conveyed in the text. 
 
RI.6.7. Integrate information presented in different media or formats (e.g., visually, quantitatively) as well as in words to develop a coherent 
understanding of a topic or issue. 
 
RI.6.8. Trace and evaluate the argument and specific claims in a text, distinguishing claims that are supported by reasons and evidence from 
claims that are not. 
 
RI.6.9. Compare, contrast and reflect on (e.g. practical knowledge, historical/cultural context, and background knowledge) one author's 
presentation of events with that of another (e.g., a memoir written by and a biography on the same person).  
 
RI.6.10. By the end of the year read and comprehend literary nonfiction at grade level text-complexity or above, with scaffolding as needed.  
 
SL.6.1. Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and teacher-led) with diverse partners on grade 6 
topics, texts, and issues, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly. 

A. Come to discussions prepared, having read or studied required material; explicitly draw on that preparation by referring to evidence on 
the topic, text, or issue to probe and reflect on ideas under discussion. 

B. Follow rules for collegial discussions, set specific goals and deadlines, and define individual roles as needed. 
C. Pose and respond to specific questions with elaboration and detail by making comments that contribute to the topic, text, or issue 

under discussion. 
D. Review the key ideas expressed and demonstrate understanding of multiple perspectives through reflection and paraphrasing.  

 
SL.6.3. Deconstruct a speaker’s argument and specific claims, distinguishing claims that are supported by reasons and evidence from claims 
that are not. 
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L.6.1. Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar and usage when writing or speaking. 
     A. Ensure that pronouns are in the proper case (subjective, objective, possessive). 
     B. Use intensive pronouns (e.g., myself, ourselves). 
     C. Recognize and correct inappropriate shifts in pronoun number and person. 
     D. Recognize and correct vague pronouns (i.e., ones with unclear or ambiguous antecedents). 
      E.  Recognize variations from standard English in their own and others' writing and speaking, and identify and use strategies to improve 
expression in conventional language. 
 
L.6.2. Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English capitalization, punctuation, and spelling when writing. 

A. Use punctuation (commas, parentheses, dashes) to set off nonrestrictive/parenthetical elements.  
B. Spell correctly. 

 
L.6.3. Use knowledge of language and its conventions when writing, speaking, reading, or listening. 

A. Vary sentence patterns for meaning (syntax), reader/listener interest, and style/voice.  
B. Maintain consistency in style and tone. 

 
L.6.4. Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words and phrases based on grade 6 reading and content, 
choosing flexibly from a range of strategies. 

A. Use context (e.g., the overall meaning of a sentence or paragraph; a word’s position or function in a sentence) as a clue to the 
meaning of a word or phrase. 

B. Use common, grade-appropriate Greek or Latin affixes and roots as clues to the meaning of a word (e.g., audience, auditory, audible). 
C. Consult reference materials (e.g., dictionaries, glossaries, thesauruses), both print and digital, to find the pronunciation of a word or 

determine or clarify its precise meaning or its part of speech. 
D. Verify the preliminary determination of the meaning of a word or phrase (e.g., by checking the inferred meaning in context or in a 

dictionary). 
 
L.6.5. Demonstrate understanding of figurative language, word relationships, and nuances in word meanings. 

A. Interpret figures of speech (e.g., personification) in context. 
B. Use the relationship between particular words (e.g., cause/effect, part/whole, item/category) to better understand each of the words. 
C. Distinguish among the connotations (associations) of words with similar denotations (definitions) (e.g., stingy, scrimping, economical, 

unwasteful, thrifty). 
 
L.6.6. Acquire and use accurately grade-appropriate general academic and domain-specific words and phrases; gather vocabulary knowledge 
when considering a word or phrase important to comprehension or expression. 
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Interdisciplinary Connections: 21st Century Skills: 
Standard 
Health and Physical Education. 2.1.6.E.2  Respect and acceptance for 
individuals regardless of gender, sexual orientation, disability, 
ethnicity, socioeconomic background, religion, and/or culture provide 
a foundation for the prevention and resolution of conflict. 
 
Activity 
Students research the disability the character faces in their book club 
book. 
 

Standard 
9.2.8.B.3 Evaluate communication, collaboration, and leadership 
skills that can be developed through school, home, work, and 
extracurricular activities for use in a career.  
 
 
Activity 
In small groups students discuss their book club books. 
 
 
 

Technology Standards: Career Ready Practices: 
8.1.8.E.1 Effectively use a variety of search tools and filters in 
professional public databases to find information to solve a real world 
problem. 
 
Activity 
Students research the disabilities the character faces in their book 
club book. 
 

 

Standard 
CRP4. Communicate clearly and effectively and with reason.  
 
Activity 
In small groups students discuss their book club books. 
 

UNIT/TOPIC ESSENTIAL QUESTIONS AND ENDURING OBJECTIVES/UNDERSTANDINGS 
Essential Question 

● What can we learn from reading stories about people with learning differences? 
● How do authors use language to impact an audience? 

Enduring Understanding 
● Events and people we meet in our life shape who we are and how we view the world. 
● Word choice influences the way an audience responds to an author’s work. 

STUDENT LEARNING OBJECTIVES  
Key Knowledge Process/Skills/Procedures/Application of Key Knowledge 
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Students will know: 
● How to quote accurately from a text 
● How to make relevant connections 
● How to make inferences  
● Key details 
● How to identify theme 
● How to summarize text 
● Basic story elements  
● Metaphors and similes 
● How to quote texts  
● How to make relevant connections and inferences  
● How to find a theme or central idea;  
● How key details support theme or central idea 
● How to summarize text  
● How to explain relationships between key individuals, ideas, 

and events in a text  
● How to compare and contrast texts in different forms and 

genres 
● How to use context clues and use reference materials to define 

words 
● How particular  elements (sentences, paragraphs, chapters, 

sections) contribute to overall structure 
● How to use different types of media formats to gather 

information 
● How to identify an author’s reasons to support his claim  
● How to read several texts on the same topic 

Students will be able to: 
● Use the text to support their analysis, inferences, and 

predictions 
● Identify theme 
● Construct a summary free of personal opinions 
● Describe plot development 
● Describe how characters respond and change because of 

the plot’s progression and resolution 
● Use context clues to define words and phrases 
● Analyze sections in context of the whole piece  
● Compare and contrast what is seen and heard to what was 

read 
● Cite text to support analysis 
● Make inferences  
● Determine a theme or central idea 
● Provide a summary free of personal opinion 
● Compare and contrast different genres that share similar 

themes and topics 
● Analyze how different authors convey the same message 
● Analyze the development of a key individual, event or idea in 

a text 
● Analyze how a part of a text fits in with the whole text 
● Determine author’s point of view and how it is conveyed 
● Integrate information gathered from different media or 

formats 
● Trace and evaluate distinguishing claims that are supported 

against those that are not 
● Find the meaning of words using context clues and reference 

materials 
ASSESSMENT OF LEARNING 

Summative Assessment 
(Assessment at the end of the 
learning period) 

● Students write a letter to the author of their novel that shows their reaction to the book using 
evidence from the text.   

Formative Assessments 
(Ongoing assessments during 

● Think, pair, share 
● Conferences 
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the learning period to inform 
instruction) 

● Book club discussions 
● Do Nows 
● Exit slips 
● Discussion 
● Reader’s notebook 
● Open constructed responses 
● Book club evaluations 

Alternative Assessments (Any 
learning activity or assessment 
that asks students to perform to 
demonstrate their knowledge, 
understanding and proficiency) 

● Students can provide their reactions to the book orally. 
● Students can use graphic organizers to outline their reaction to the book. 

Benchmark Assessments 
(used to establish baseline 
achievement data and measure 
progress towards grade level 
standards; given 2-3 X per year) 

Reading:  NWEA MAP is administered to students three times per year (fall, winter, spring) to monitor 
progress in achieving grade level reading comprehension. 

RESOURCES 
Core instructional materials: 

● Rules by Cynthia Lord (780L) 
● A Mango-Shaped Space by Wendy Mass (770L) 
● Wonder by R.J. Palacio (790L) 
● Freak the Mighty by Rodman Philbrick (1000L) 
● Fish in a Tree by Lynda Mullaly Hunt (550L) 
● Rain Reign by Ann M. Martin (720L) 
● So B. It by Sarah Weeks (860L) 
● Tangerine by Edward Bloor   (680L) 
● Insignificant Events in the Life of a Cactus by Dusty Bowling (700L) 
● Out of My Mind by Sharon Draper (700L) 

 
 

Supplemental materials: 
trade books at various lexile levels in the classroom library 
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Modifications for Learners 
See appendix 
 

 Topic/Unit 5 
Title 

 
Writing: Project Based Writing 

 
Approximate Pacing 

 
6 weeks 

STANDARDS  
NJSLS (Content) 

W.6.2. Write informative/explanatory texts to examine a topic and convey ideas, concepts, and information through the selection, 
organization, and analysis of relevant content.  

A. Introduce a topic and organize ideas, concepts, and information, using text structures (e.g., definition, classification, 
comparison/contrast, cause/effect, etc.) and text features (e.g., headings, graphics, and multimedia) when useful to aiding 
comprehension.  

B. Develop the topic with relevant facts, definitions, concrete details, quotations, or other information and examples.  
C. Use appropriate transitions to clarify the relationships among ideas and concepts.  
D. Use precise language and domain-specific vocabulary to inform about or explain the topic.  
E. Establish and maintain a formal/academic style, approach, and form.  
F. Provide a concluding statement or section that follows from the information or explanation presented.  

 
W.6.4. Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, voice and style are appropriate to task, purpose, and 
audience. (Grade-specific expectations for writing types are defined in standards 1–3 above.) 
 
W.6.5. With some guidance and support from peers and adults, develop and strengthen writing as needed by planning, revising, editing, 
rewriting, or trying a new approach. 
 
W.6.6. Use technology, including the Internet, to produce and publish writing as well as to interact and collaborate with others; demonstrate 
sufficient command of keyboarding skills to type a minimum of three pages in a single sitting. 
 
W.6.7. Conduct short research projects to answer a question, drawing on several sources and refocusing the inquiry when appropriate. 
 
W.6.8. Gather relevant information from multiple print and digital sources; assess the credibility of each source; and quote or paraphrase the 
data and conclusions of others while avoiding plagiarism and providing basic bibliographic information for sources. 
 
W.6.9. Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis, reflection, and research.  

https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/165uCa41MuXtL-R5K0pyPxQ7Iw0PFgrZS-_0n9mh8Bk8/edit?usp=sharing


Sixth Grade 
47 

A. Apply grade 6 Reading standards to literature (e.g., “Compare and contrast texts in different forms or genres [e.g., stories and poems; 
historical novels and fantasy stories] in terms of their approaches to similar themes and topics”). 

B. Apply grade 6 Reading standards to literary nonfiction (e.g., “Trace and evaluate the argument and specific claims in a text, 
distinguishing claims that are supported by reasons and evidence from claims that are not”) 

 
W.6.10. Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, reflection, metacognition/self correction, and revision) and shorter time 
frames (a single sitting or a day or two) for a range of discipline-specific tasks, purposes, and audiences.  
 
SL.6.1. Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and teacher-led) with diverse partners on grade 6 
topics, texts, and issues, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly. 

E. Come to discussions prepared, having read or studied required material; explicitly draw on that preparation by referring to evidence on 
the topic, text, or issue to probe and reflect on ideas under discussion. 

F. Follow rules for collegial discussions, set specific goals and deadlines, and define individual roles as needed. 
G. Pose and respond to specific questions with elaboration and detail by making comments that contribute to the topic, text, or issue 

under discussion. 
H. Review the key ideas expressed and demonstrate understanding of multiple perspectives through reflection and paraphrasing.  

 
SL.6.3. Deconstruct a speaker’s argument and specific claims, distinguishing claims that are supported by reasons and evidence from claims 
that are not. 
 
L.6.1. Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar and usage when writing or speaking. 
     A. Ensure that pronouns are in the proper case (subjective, objective, possessive). 
     B. Use intensive pronouns (e.g., myself, ourselves). 
     C. Recognize and correct inappropriate shifts in pronoun number and person. 
     D. Recognize and correct vague pronouns (i.e., ones with unclear or ambiguous antecedents). 
      E.  Recognize variations from standard English in their own and others' writing and speaking, and identify and use strategies to improve 
expression in conventional language. 
 
L.6.2. Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English capitalization, punctuation, and spelling when writing. 

C. Use punctuation (commas, parentheses, dashes) to set off nonrestrictive/parenthetical elements.  
D. Spell correctly. 

 
L.6.3. Use knowledge of language and its conventions when writing, speaking, reading, or listening. 

C. Vary sentence patterns for meaning (syntax), reader/listener interest, and style/voice.  
D. Maintain consistency in style and tone. 
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L.6.4. Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words and phrases based on grade 6 reading and content, 
choosing flexibly from a range of strategies. 

E. Use context (e.g., the overall meaning of a sentence or paragraph; a word’s position or function in a sentence) as a clue to the 
meaning of a word or phrase. 

F. Use common, grade-appropriate Greek or Latin affixes and roots as clues to the meaning of a word (e.g., audience, auditory, audible). 
G. Consult reference materials (e.g., dictionaries, glossaries, thesauruses), both print and digital, to find the pronunciation of a word or 

determine or clarify its precise meaning or its part of speech. 
H. Verify the preliminary determination of the meaning of a word or phrase (e.g., by checking the inferred meaning in context or in a 

dictionary). 
 
L.6.5. Demonstrate understanding of figurative language, word relationships, and nuances in word meanings. 

D. Interpret figures of speech (e.g., personification) in context. 
E. Use the relationship between particular words (e.g., cause/effect, part/whole, item/category) to better understand each of the words. 
F. Distinguish among the connotations (associations) of words with similar denotations (definitions) (e.g., stingy, scrimping, economical, 

unwasteful, thrifty). 
 
L.6.6. Acquire and use accurately grade-appropriate general academic and domain-specific words and phrases; gather vocabulary knowledge 
when considering a word or phrase important to comprehension or expression. 
 

Interdisciplinary Connections: 21st Century Skills: 
Standard 
1.3.8.D.1 Incorporate various art elements and the principles of 
balance, harmony, unity, emphasis, proportion, and rhythm/movement 
in the creation of two- and three- dimensional artworks, using a broad 
array of art media and art mediums to enhance the expression of 
creative ideas (e.g., perspective, implied space, illusionary depth, 
value, and pattern). 
 
Activity 
Students illustrate their own poetry. 

Standard 
9.2.8.B.3 Evaluate communication, collaboration, and leadership 
skills that can be developed through school, home, work, and 
extracurricular activities for use in a career.  
 
Activity 
As a presentation, students share their written poetry. 

Technology Standards: Career Ready Practices: 
Standard Standard 
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8.1.8.A.2 Create a document (e.g. newsletter, reports, personalized 
learning plan, business letters or flyers) using one or more digital 
applications to be critiqued by professionals for usability. 
 
Activity 
Students create a presentation and share their written poetry. 

 

CRP6. Demonstrate creativity and innovation.  
 
 
Activity 
Students draft poetry and present their poems through choice of 
medium 
 

UNIT/TOPIC ESSENTIAL QUESTIONS AND ENDURING OBJECTIVES/UNDERSTANDINGS 
Essential Question 

● How do writers support their opinions? 
● How can writers influence their readers? 

Enduring Understanding 
● Close reading of texts gives writers the details needed to support their opinions. 
● By careful word choice, and bringing awareness of issues to others, writers can urge others to action. 

 
STUDENT LEARNING OBJECTIVES  

Key Knowledge Process/Skills/Procedures/Application of Key Knowledge 
Students will know: 

● How to write informative/ explanatory texts including how to 
introduce and develop a topic; use transitions; use appropriate 
vocabulary and writing style; develop conclusions 

● Purposes of writing and the appropriate audience 
● The basic writing process 
● How to use technology to produce and publish writing 
● Basic research skills  
● How to take notes and include bibliographic information 
● Collect information from literary and informational texts 
● Verb tenses and their uses (past, present, future, and perfect) 
● Conjunctions, prepositions, and interjections 
● Uses of commas 
● Punctuate titles of works 
● Dialect 
● Common Greek and Latin affixes and roots 

Students will be able to: 
● Write informational/ explanatory text to examine a topic that 

includes: organizing ideas and information; supporting the 
topic with facts, reasons, and examples; using transitions 
effectively; using precise language; using appropriate writing 
style; writing a logical conclusion 

● Produce coherent writing specific to audience and task 
● Plan, draft, revise, edit, and rewrite 
● Take notes 
● Non-restrictive parenthetical elements in writing 
● Capitalize, punctuate and spell correctly 
● Vary sentence structure 
● Maintain consistency in style and tone 
● Use context clues, reference materials, Greek and Latin 

affixes and roots to determine the meaning of words 
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● Similes and metaphors 
● Idioms, adages, and proverbs 
● Synonyms, antonyms, and homographs 

ASSESSMENT OF LEARNING 
Summative Assessment 
(Assessment at the end of the 
learning period) 

● Using different forms/formats, students draft their own poetry  

Formative Assessments 
(Ongoing assessments during 
the learning period to inform 
instruction) 

● Think, pair, share 
● Collaborative writing  
● Independent writing 
● Conferences 

Alternative Assessments (Any 
learning activity or assessment 
that asks students to perform to 
demonstrate their knowledge, 
understanding and proficiency) 

● Students choose which forms of poetry to write 
● Students draft 2 poems 

Benchmark Assessments 
(used to establish baseline 
achievement data and measure 
progress towards grade level 
standards; given 2-3 X per year) 

● The initial writing benchmark assessment is administered in Unit 1 Writing; the second writing 
benchmark assessment is administered in Unit 3 Writing; the final writing benchmark assessment 
is administered in Unit 4 Writing. 

RESOURCES 
Core instructional materials: 

● Love That Dog by Sharon Creech 
● Serafina’s Promise by Anne E. Burg 
● Inside Out and Back Again by Thanhha Lai 
● Morning Star Horse by Margarita Engle 

 
 

Supplemental materials: 
Scholastic Scope Magazine 
 

Modifications for Learners 
See appendix 

https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/165uCa41MuXtL-R5K0pyPxQ7Iw0PFgrZS-_0n9mh8Bk8/edit?usp=sharing
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